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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hamilton Grange, designed by John McComb, Jr., was built in 1803:- 
1802 on the brow of a pleasant hill overlooking the Hudson 
River, in what is now the Harlem Heights section of New fork City 
Hamilton had a total of 32 acres of woods and open fielcte* He li­ 
ved in the house with his large family only two years, until 
July 11, 1804, when he died after a duel with Aaron Burr.

The Grange stands today crammed in between an apartment house or, 
one side and a church on the other and amid busy thorofares, 
stately brownstonepiiomes, schools, and museums. It is a fine 
example of early 19th Century architecture. In design, the 
is simple and dignified. It is a two-story frame structure with 
brick-filled walls and partitions. The present foundation dates 
from 1889 when the building was moved from the original site. 
All exterior walls appeared to have been wood sheathed and fi­ 
nished with horizontal siding. Windows are double or triple hung;, 
and all seem to be original. However, the two exterior doors 
facing the street were moved to their present location when the 
building was used^aaiiiapel. Framing consists of heavy hewn tim­ 
bers combined with sawn joists and studs. Split-wood lath was 
applied to studs and ceiling joists and covered with three coatji 
of plaster. Pine tongue and groove board floors seem to be ori­ 
ginal, with much patching and renewing. Present interior stairs 
are a replacement- when the house was moved. There has been a 
resetting of doors and introduction of new ones. The original 
balustrade above the cornice of the front porch roof has disa­ 
ppeared. The building needs considerable stabilization and some 
restoration to use and interpret it on the present site. The 
house is not furnished and only contains temporary exhibits
and National Park Service administrative facilities.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hamilton Grange, the only house ever "built and owned "by Alexander 
Hamilton, is one of the very few Federal Period houses still 
standing in the city of New York today and the only one remaining 
which can be definitely atribued to John McComb, Jr., of New Y 
City Hall fame.

A small, neglected, and nearly forgotten home, the Grange stands 
today as a major link with Hamilton, one of America's greatest 
statemen and patriots. On the battlefield and in the halhls of 
government, Hamilton fought to build a strong new nation. He 
stands among our Founding Fathers as one who worked at creating 
and in establishing a sound financial basis for the new Govern­ 
ment.

But it is Hamilton as the family man, that the Grange really 
memorializes. The loss of political power was a bitter expe­ 
rience for the ambitious Hamilton. In his disappointment he 
turned increasingly to private life for his satisfactions- to 
the building of a long neglected law practice, stronger family 
relationships, and a home in the country. The Grange was very 
important to him even though he was unable to spend much time 
there as he wished. He named the house in honor of the ances­ 
tral seat of the Hamilton family in Scotland. He cherised the 
Grange as a place of refuge from the buffetings of a hostile 
world, a place where he could find a "sweet" asylum from care 
and pain. One of his major joys was the creation of a garden 
on his new estate.
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After Hamilton's death, the family, according to his wishes, 
remained at the Grange. Thirty years later, Mrs. Hamilton sold 
it and moved to Washington, D. C. Subsequently the property 
changed hands many times and much of the land was sold. In 1889, 
a Mr. Getting "bought the Grange, moved the house 100 yards south­ 
east of its original location, and donated it to St. Luke's 
Episcopal Church. In the process of moving the house, the front 
and rear porches were removed. The house was used as a temporary 
chapel while a new church building was under construction next 
to it; later it served as the rectory. In 1924 the house was 
bought by George F. Baker, Sir., and J. P. Morgan, who donated 
it to the American Scenic and Preservation Society. Finally, in 
1962, the Society donated the house to the Federal government 

and it became a national memorial the same year.

The State of New York owns the land on which the house sits, in its 
present location the house is turned 90° from its original orientation 

to the street.
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