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PRESENT: Situated on partly-wooded high ground, about one and
one third acres, adjacent to and sharing the entrance to Lombardy
Cemetery for which the house served most recently as office and
caretaker's quarters., Lombardy Hall is undergoing reconstruction and
restoration. \It is a five-bay, two and a half story, native stone
house; two roohms deep with a central hall. The dark Brandywine
gabbro rock facade and fieldstone north wall are restored, and the
roof has been repaired and wood Shingled.\ Grounds have been filled
and sodded, a screen of evergreens planted at the south line. Chimneys
have been repaired with old brick, 7 new flues installed. Rear and
south exterior walls and most of the interior await funds for
completion. However, work proceeds with volunteer labor as donations
to cover costs come in. Most of the features of the original section
as Bedford acquired it in the late 18th Century, remain. He added a
ballroom, two second floor bedrooms, and rebuilt the attic and roof.
The effect today is as he knew the house-a symetrically balanced
mansion of simple dignity. The windows in the Bedford section are
set in wide-angled, panelled recesses, and an entrance door to the
ballroom towards the back of the south wall, repeats this treatment.
A delicately carved Adam~style mantel, closeted and shelved at each
end, remains in the ballroom in remarkably good condition. Corner
fireplaces in the bedrooms above, meet at the south wall, back to
back, at the partition. A large portico and a one and a half story
stone wing with separate entrance were added to the house c.1820,
but were removed about 70 years ago. The Robinson section appéars
not to have been altered significantly except in the attic and roof,
and a much ‘later bathroom at the front part of the wide 2nd floor
hall. A large attached garage constructed from stone of a barn and
a carriage house once standing to the rear, serves as valuable
storage at the present. Eventually it will be removed, the mansion
set up as a Masonic museum, and a wing added to the rear for head-
quarters of Granite Lodge No., 34. The work proceeds under the guidangev.
and plans of the architectural firm of Pope, Kruse and McCune,
Wilmington. I T
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ORIGINAL: '"Pizgah'" (the George Robinson house) is almost entirek
ly intact and alterations from the original would have been quite
early. A lintel of an old doorway remains behind a panelled wall
cupboard in the rear room of the first floor, suggesting the
possibility the first structure was primitive, that the refinements
of panelling were made around 1750. All original windows are recessef
at right angles. This section consisted of four rooms, two on each
floor, with the hall and main entrances on the south side.  The south
exterior corners are visible in the straight line of the mortar
running vertically at the facade and the rear wall. Modern windows
have been removed from the north wall, and it is now windowless as
first laid. Research by the Delaware Archaeological Society and
interviews with past residents have established lines of long dis~
mantled outbuildings, wells, and alterations to the main house.
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acres which he granted fQ,VaTentlne Hollingsworth in 1682, and

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

which Hollingsworth renamed "New Wark."

He was founder of the

Newark Monthly Meeting, Society- of Friends

4and his home where

first meetings took place still stands, privately owned, at Marsh

Road and Baynard Blvd.
historic marker nearby.

The Newark Union burial grounds remain with
George Roblnson, Holllngsworth's son~in-law,

purchased from the tract 250 acres along Concord Road in 1726, and hg
named it "Pizgah." Through family inheritance it came into the
possession of Charles Robinson, great grandson of Hollingsworth. 1In
1785 (deed recorded in 1793)Gunning Bedford, Jr., purchased the 250
acres and the small stone house from Charles Robinson. He expanded
the house and made extensive improvements of the farm. He kept his
house and office in town at 606 Market St., Wilmington. This was
during the years of his greatest accomplishments, and it is recorded
that the entertainment and hospitality at Lombardy for distinguished
guests, often from abroad, were in the finest tradition. Mrs.
Bedford, the former Jane Ballaroux Parker and daughter of James
Parker, the editor of the Post Boy in New York, was greatly admired
as a talented and charming hostess. They gave the estate the name
it goes by today.

Gunnlng Bedford Jr., signer of the Constitution, served also as
delegate from Delaware to the Continental Congress, 178321785,
He was appointed state attorney-general in 1784, and in 1786 was
one of the delegates sent from Delaware to the Annapolis
Convention. It was as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention
called the following year that Bedford led the successful fight
for equal state representation in the United States Senate. He
held from Pres. Washington the commission of first Judge of the
District Court of the U.S. for Delaware until his death March 30,
1812. His father, also Gunning Bedford, was an architect and had
an important role in the designing and founding of Carpenters' Hall
in Philadelphia.. He made his home with his son in later life,
undoubtedly assisting in the supervision of the remodelling of
Lombardy. He died there in 1802. '

Do

Bedford developed his 250 acres as a model farm. Throughout
his career he was involved with education; was president of the
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8. SIGNIFICANCE. (continued)

board of trustees of the Wilmington Academy . ’ He was
also an active abolitionist. His portrait b: ~harles Willson Peale,
hangs in the Capitol in Washington. He is not to be confused with a
first cousin, Gunning Bedford, "Sr.'" of New Castle, who was governor
of Delaware and a brother-in-law of George Read, signer of the
Declaration of Independence.

Bedford was elected June 6, 1806, First Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Delaware, A.F. & AM., and his historic association
with the Masons led to the interest of Granite Lodge No. 34 in the
purchase and restoration of Lombardy. The lodge acquired the
threatened property in 1967.

Gunning Bedford, Jr. was a graduate of Princeton, where he was a
classmate of James Madison.
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