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See the attached material.

Timberline Lodge was built by the Works Progress Administration in 1935 and 
completed in 1938. It was dedicated Jbty_Eresident Franklin D. Roosevelt on 
Sept. 28, 1937.

The Lodge, situated at the 6,0 
is a massive wooden structure 
and covers 40,000 usable squa

'" ~'ive~to

N
wood and stone were entirely

Three general themes have
Indian motifs, and general
of Oregon. The themes with a new^&
original and individual enough

south slope of Mt. Hood,
the extremity of the wings,
struction materials of

building; pioneer motifs, 
found within the State 

architectural style were 
"Cascadian". Timberline 

Lodge architects were W. I. Turner, LTnn^Forrest, and Dean Wright. The 
interior decorator for the project was Marjorie Hoffman Smith.
The Lodge exterior is two wings, one long, one short, which branch at 
different levels from a hexagonal center unit whose roof rises high to a 
weathervane-topped cupola. The steep roofs of the wings are broken by a 
series of dormers for the third floor rooms. Rubble masonry, uncut boulders 
from Mt. Hood (11,000 pounds a running foot), was laid from the foundation 
to the first floor level. Heavy timber construction from there to the steep 
pitched roof is covered with Oregon cedar shakes laid ten inches to the 
weather. Fifty foot rafters support the 53° roof and are 34 feet above the 
wall level at its peak. The siding is verticle boards and batts of rough 
sawed lumber two inches thick. A heavy stone balcony makes up the main 
entrance to the Lodge. Framing this entrance is a massive architrave com­ 
posed of Douglas-fir columns and a lintel. Near the top of each column is 
a hand carved mountain rams head further embellished by intaglio carvings. 
The Works Progress Administration planners utilized as many different crafts 
as possible in the Lodge construction and decor. Fine examples of leather, 
metal, wood, weaving, painting, writing, photography, stonecutting, and 
masonry can be found within the Lodge.

The major areas within the Lodge consist of the following: Ski Lounge, Ski 
Grille, Blue Ox Bar, Gift Shop, Main Lounge and its balcony, Dining Room and 
Guest Rooms, Each of these areas is distinctive in its own right following 
the Cascadian themes. For example, the predominant features of the Main 
Lounge are all hexagonal - the shape of the room, the 96 foot high fireplace, 
tables, and the hand carved six sided Ponderosa pine trees forming the wooden 
corner posts. The massive hexagonal light fixtures that hang from the ceil­ 
ing represent Indian storage baskets. Other art forms are throughout the in­ 
terior. The Cascade Dining Room entrance is made of massive iron gates which 
weigh 500 pounds apiece and are fitted together without the use of welding. 
Hand carved newel posts made of old telephone poles portray Pacific Northwest 
animals, relief panels of redwood, fire andirons made of railroad tracks, and 
over 133 oil and water color paintings express the Cascadian themes created 
by the outstanding artisans of the 1930s.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See the attached material

Timberline Lodge was a Works Progr"essy^Admi*ni station project started in
1935, dedicated on Sept. 28, 19,3/7 by Pre^Vdelit^Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and completed in 1938. 1_^ J(/fy v^>

*O A/'XlT-/ ^^ f~~j 
The Lodge encompasses the first^dijsitinc^i've mountain architecture which
Americans can call their own. Y^ch'ftectlV/pf the/Forest Service, together 
with consultants, developed an architectural^theme suggestive of the 
rugged Mt. Hood country. It wasxorig-ina:l^ ^da.-stinct, and earned the name 
"Cascadian". This new'and indigenousHstyle gave artists a challenge to 
perfect their skills.

The Timberline Lodge project required a larger variety of labor than any 
other undertaking by the W.P.A. Technicians in wood carving, metal work, 
leather toolers, weavers, carpenters, plumbers, stone cutters, stone 
 masons, painters, writers, photographers, on down to the lowest rated laborr 
ers were employed. The Cascadian theme was carried out with styles re­ 
flecting strength, power, and massive character.

The building required 760,000 man-hours for its construction and cost an 
estimated $1,200,000.

Timberline Lodge stands today as a monument to the skills and dedication 
and a purposeful meaning evident in its workmanship.
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